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found whenthe defintionof aword s | “Igneous rocks,of those rocks
Defintion | explktly embadded in the sentencaor | formed by a volcano, can be found
passage. Inthe region”
.tBadwhenthe serfance or passage “The airwas biterty cot, quite
STOMM | Gontans a synomym for thevocabulry word. | figia”
.used when the sartenca or passage “Afhough John was a novice at
Antonym | contains a word or phrasathat meansthe | skateboarding, he was an expart
opposia of the vocabuary word. atbasketball”

Experienced readers i use these typesof context lues and ofhers

o ner the meanings of new words. *
Usa of contast s also connected o the Standards for K-5 Reading
FoundationalSkils beginning ac aarly as st grad, when studarts T

are asked to “use contextto confimn ofselfconect iord recognitn

and understancing” NGA(CCSSO, 2010, ap 27-28) Context Clues

Knowing that the.
prefixes dis- i, im,
i, -, and un- can

Students' abilty to use context o fgure outa meaning of a word as
1t/ used In a partcular sertence or passage can be an Importart
kil forself.checking comprehension. For Instance, when primary

Students encounter the iord tacrs i text they need o leam tothink all mean “not"is
abouthe word as 1 usad. R “watar coming rom tha eyes because highly valuable
one1s sad” or s t “holes I fabric*? Without consclously thinking when students
‘about 1, proficlent readars automaticaly use contextto confim the e Y
meaning and pronuncition. Many studerts need to be taught this words like disloy
s ilegal,impossibl
Use of werd parts incorrect,
Word pars, Inclucing common prefixes, roots and suffixes, can be imesponsitie, and
used to declpher the meaning of a word, a skill often called et

“morphology” The by to understand the meaning of a word a
student has never soen before by knowing the meanings ofts parts
15 signficant comprehension skil Understanding meaningful parts
providas a Wihin-wordcontext cus fo the meaning of an urknown
word, and this realization Immedistely helps studerts figure out
meanings ofwerds they have nver seen before. For xample, knowing
htthe profoes dis, i - I I, and un- can all mean ‘ot s valuable:
Inowedge when astudent s faced wih words ice disioyal legal,
Impossibie, Incorect ITesporsible, and uncharted.
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Likewssa, when students know the meanings of common Grackand
Latin roots, ther abilfies o determine the meanings of urfamillar
words soat.If fouth grade student knows the the Lai prefc trans-
means “across; the Latin root-port means *to camy” and the Latin
suffx ation means “the act or process of” then he or she can
reasonably precict the meaning of the word transportation the act
o process of carmying across).

Teaching third graders that the prefix - means “three” (tangle,
trcycle, o helping seventh-grade students understand that the Latin
oot -bell- means of war” (bslgerent, rebel,bellcoss, antebelum)
can empower them to praclct the meanings of multisylabic words
they encounter ntex. Even early-primary students can learn the
meanings of some baskc word parts, and, I fact this i partofthe
‘expectations ofthe Language Standards.

Because a number of languages share the same Greek and Latin
roots, leaming the meaning of word partsalso helps buld Engilsh
vocabulary forstudents whose fist nguage & not English. Wordls
that ook smllar and have related mesnings In dferert languages
are called cognates, and developing cognate awareness can
streamiine the acqution of another language.

When Englsh Language Leamers engage I nstctionsl experiences
esigned toteach root, they oftenleam English words and concepts
more deeply. ForInstance, Englsh and Spanish both contain anumber
of Graakand Lath roots and 5o share a number of cognates.

‘The Standards for Reading Foundational Skils Include using
Knowledge of common prefises, suffies, and roofs o hlp students
decode and understand the meanings of multsyllabc words in and
outof cortast. This &  crtcal sl studrts need to davelop i ordr
o be stronger readrs.

Toach sucrs the Provid cars showeg
g commonpreties

[TTT fpiicieriny e, oo s0
e s resk ettt can
Lo oo e andreamae

Cognates: Greek
and Latin Roots
The Latin root
~aud: means “to
hear? Audis the.
root of the English
words auciterium
and audition and
the corresponding

‘Spanish words
auitorio and

aucicién, This small
piece ofknowledge
can have a giant
impact for students
learning English.
Knowing the
meanings of a few
Greelcand Latin
roots can open the
door to thousands.
of words
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Use of reference materidls
Studaris need to know when and how to use referances such as pint orcighal glossaris, dictonarkss,
and thesaurusas as respurces for understanding the meanings of unfamilar worcls and phrases I text
When students sse an unfamilar vord i a sentence and nfer s meaning from the contaxt, s often
helpful forthem to use adictonary o check the precicted meaing or understand how to pronounce the
‘word Ao, a thesaurus i handy to choose more-exact words when witting ortofind synonyms for a
selected vord.

Howexer, research has shown that using dictionaries o ook up words and wite down definions doss
ot helpstudents discover the meaning of words Beck Makeown, & Kucan, 20021 Usig reference materels
t0 provide defintions of words and then asking studerts to use those Words I authertic ways to claty
meaning cring nstruction of resaarch I mora effective In acquiing vocabubry knowlacge.

s Pt mukile meanings o a wordin e
[l — icionayorhesauns, an select ha
fE i TOE masring ht best st corentof &
.
Lo
icrtne o
Word Learning Routine et
Uk the flloing stepe o igure out unfamiiar worde. F you fgure out hat e of
the word means, continue reading. If nof, then try the next step. nfamilorvords
oyl
1. Say the Word or Phrase Aloud. 3. Look Around the Word or reading.
Crrlathe vordor phrace that Phrose.
R Look or dues inthe words or
] Contanzes around the wordor
phrasa youdon't know andrhe
2. Look Inside the Word or Contextofthe paragraph.
Phrase.
Look or anilar wordparts, 4. Look Beyond the Wordor
such as prefixes, suffies, and Phrase.
ook . Ty ek Look for the meaningof the
word ntocmaler pate.Canyou wordor phrace n adictonary,
g out ameaningfrom he gossary, o thesaurts.
word parte you know?

5. Chack the Meaning.
sk yourself,Does ths meaning
make sence Inthe senfence?"
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Use of ward selection for direct instruction: Highpower
words

Taachers can reviewtexts and content area concapts and
hoose a small number of high-utlty words, perhaps fveto
‘soven, that acvance student comprehension or cerning. They
canthen work with students to add related synonyms and
antonyms to help expand semantic networls Morzona, 200;
St & Nogy, 20061 Th practice akso Increases the volume of
o stucrts learn. For @xampe, iteachers choosasxwords
forsudy and ack two rlated synonyms or examples and two
related antonyms or non-exampls, they are actually worldng
with six networks of words, totaling 30 words (Overaurf,
Monigomey, & Smit, 2013,

High-power words for deep study can be Tier 2 (general
acadernic)or Tier 3 (doman-speciic) words that advance
students’ understanding of the mesning o a specic text. For
‘example, high-power words abovt the socal stucles concept
of*Setting America” mightIncludl words ke amtiton, artfoct,
origin, belet permanent, and setter—all pulled from the
partculr unit ofstudy ancitexts that studerts wil ead. When
the class adds synonyms/examples and antonyms/non-
‘@xamples to the words, the vocabulay It might expandito:
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